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his throne But then the question rose, who should be the happy person who was to be the mstiument of his lemstatement ? Alexandria was rich An enormous fine could be exacted for the rebellion, besides what might be demanded fiom Ptolemy's gratitude No puze so splendid had yet been offered to Roman avarice, and the patricians quarrelled ovei it like jackals over a bone Lentnlus Spmther, the late consul, was now governor of Cilicia, Gabinius was goveinor of Syna, and each of these had their advocates. Cicero and the respectable Conservatives were for Spm-ther, Pompey was for Gabinms Otheis wished Pompey himself to go, others wished for Crassus
Meanwhile, the poor Egyptians themselves claimed a right to be heard in protest against the reimposi-tion upon them of a sovereign who had made himself abhorred Why was Ptolemy to be forced on them ? A hundred of the principal Alexandrians came to Italy with a remonstrance, and had they brought money with them they might have had a respectful hearing But they had brought none or not enough, and Ptolemy, secure m his patrons' support, hired a party of banditti, who set on the deputation when it lauded, and killed the greater part of its members Dion, the leader of the embassy, escaped for a time There was still a small party among the anstociaoy (Cato and Cato'a followers) who had a conscience in such things, and Favomus, one of them, took up Dion's cause Envoys fiom allied sovereigns or provinces, he said, were continually being muideied Noble loids received hush-money, and there had been no inquiry Such things happened too often, and ought to be stopped The Senate voted decently to send for Dion and examine him. But Favooms was